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any other part of the Empire, either Dominion or Colony.
Again, if you look at the production from Asia of rubber
you will find that that has increased by nearly 800 per
cent., since 1913, the increase in the production of
chemicals 228 per cent., and so on." l
It is self-evident that compulsory labour does
nothing to increase the supply of labour ; the same
quantum of labour is there, whether it is obtained by
methods of compulsion or methods of freedom, and
no one would contradict the statement that ten free
men are of enormously greater value than ten con-
scripts. The problem therefore is, after all, the
education and encouragement of the worker to give
voluntary labour in return for good conditions and
good pay. During the controversy on Kenya Colony
the Governor telegraphed to Mr. Amery for per-
mission to conscript 4000 labourers in Kenya Colony,
and upon Mr. Amery enquiring what rate of pay
would be given to the conscripted labourers, he was
told i2s. a month, or as. a month less than voluntary
labour. Mr. Amery's reply to this was :
" I do not see how a lower rate than the ordinary market
rate can possibly be defended or how it could be main-
tained that the loss of 2S. a month was not a hardship." 2
What our local administrators appear to have been
unable to see is that the conditions under which com-
pulsory labour was exacted have had a deterrent
1  Mr. H. B. Butler at the Annual Meeting of the Anti-Slavery
and Aborigines Protection Society, May 1928.
2  Cmd. 2464, p. 14.